
 
Historic White Marsh Church 

January 4, 2026 
 

 
Prelude ​ ​ ​                   
 
Call to Worship 
 
Opening Hymn ~ 209​ This Is The Day 
 
Opening Prayer, Welcome and Announcements  
 
Hymn ~ 562 ​​ Be Thou My Vision 
 
Scripture Reading: Joshua 1:8 & Matthew 5:14-16     Joe Powell 
 
Prayer & Praise 
 
Kids Talk​ ​ ​ ​         ​           Sandi Sutherland 
 
Offering Hymn ~ 597​ Take My Life and Let It Be 
 
Sermon: “God’s Plan for Success in the New Year”  Pastor Brad 
 
Response Hymn ~ 464​ Come to the Table 
 
Communion               ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           
 
Benediction ​ ​ “The Blessing”​ ​ Alabaster Grace 
 
Postlude 

 
Visitors:  

Welcome to our church! Please complete the visitor card at your 
pew, then either give it to Pastor Brad or place it in the offering box on 

the back table. 
 
 

Sunday: Bible Explorers at 9:45 AM & Worship at 11:00 AM   
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:00 PM 

 
God’s Plan for Success in the New Year 

 
1. True Success Begins With God’s Word 

●​ God defines success as living according to His truth (Joshua 1:8). 
●​ A life rooted in Scripture produces stability and fruit (Psalm 1:1–3). 
●​ God’s Word provides direction, wisdom, and spiritual nourishment. 

2. Success Requires Trusting God, Not Ourselves 
●​ We are called to trust God wholeheartedly, not lean on our own 

understanding (Proverbs 3:5–6). 
●​ Apart from Christ, we can do nothing of eternal value (John 15:5). 
●​ Dependence on God leads to straight paths and lasting fruit. 

3. God Measures Success by Faithfulness, Not Flashiness 
●​ God values obedience and stewardship over recognition  

(1 Corinthians 4:2). 
●​ Faithfulness in small things has eternal significance (Galatians 6:9). 
●​ Success is showing up consistently and trusting God with the results. 

4. Successful Living Displays Christlike Character 
●​ God calls His people to walk humbly, love kindness, and do justice 

(Micah 6:8). 
●​ Believers are the light of the world, called to reflect Christ daily 

(Matthew 5:14–16). 
●​ Our conduct often speaks louder than our words. 

5. Perseverance Through Trials Is Part of Godly Success 
●​ Trials develop spiritual maturity and steadfast faith (James 1:2–4). 
●​ God uses hardship to shape us and strengthen our trust in Him 

(Romans 8:28). 
●​ Difficulty does not mean failure—it often signals growth. 

6. Eternal Perspective Shapes a Successful Life 
●​ Earthly treasures fade, but heavenly treasures endure  

(Matthew 6:19–20). 
●​ Setting our minds on eternal things transforms our priorities 

(Colossians 3:2). 
●​ True success leaves an eternal legacy for God’s glory. 

 
Discussion Questions:​
1. When you hear the word success, what images or ideas immediately 
come to mind? How do those compare with the Bible’s definition of success?​
2. What practical steps can help you stay rooted in Scripture this year? 
(Joshua 1:8) 
3. What does it look like to “lean not on your own understanding” in everyday 
life? (Prov. 3:5-6) 
4. Why is dependence on Christ essential for spiritual fruitfulness?  
(John 15:5)​
5. Looking ahead this year, where do you need God’s help in redefining 
“success” in your life? 



Announcements for January 4, 2026: 
There will be no prayer for LCPS, NCPS, and our community 
Homeschoolers meeting this upcoming week. We will resume on 
Wednesday, January 14, at 5 p.m. 
 
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting on Wednesday, January 7 at 6 p.m. 
 
The Lancaster Community Library Bookmobile will be here this 
Friday, January 9 and January 23, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
 
Church de-decorating is on Saturday, January 10 at 10 a.m. 
Please come and help. Many hands make light work! 
 
Friendship Fellowship is on Sunday, January 11, following the 
worship service. We will celebrate HWMC’s 12th anniversary and 
January birthdays! Please sign up to bring a dish. 
 
Board Meeting: Tuesday, January 13 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

Tithes & Offerings: Please use the wooden offering box or mail 
your offering to: PO Box 24, Lancaster, VA 22503. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic White Marsh Social Media: 
Facebook: @historicwhitemarshchurch​ YouTube: Historic White Marsh Church 
 
Alabaster Grace Ministries ​               Website: alabastergraceministries.org 
Facebook: @alabastergraceministries​ YouTube: Alabaster Grace 
Sundays with Alabaster Grace on 101.7 Bay FM: 9:15-9:30 AM 
 
 

  
 
 
 

http://alabastergraceministries.org

